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NEW DELHI:  ABVP’s vic-
tory in three of the four 
DUSU seats reflects the 
younger generation’s 
belief in nationalism and 
confidence in the student 
organisation’s work, ABVP 
national general secretary 
Virendra Singh Solanki 
said on Wednesday. In an 
exclusive video interview 
with PTI, Solanki said 
Gen Z and campus stu-
dents understand ABVP’s 
ideology and support its 
emphasis on nationalism, 
social harmony and work-
ing for the welfare of all.

“The other reason is 
that students, particularly 
the Gen Z generation over-
all, believe in the idea of 
nationalism. They know 
what kind of organisation 
ABVP is --� an organisation 
that stands on campus and 
raises slogans of ‘Bharat 
Mata Ki Jai’ and slogans of 
nationalism,” he said.

“Neither casteism nor 
regionalism; national-
ism above all,” Solanki 
said, describing ABVP’s 
approach.

He said students under-
stand that ABVP “does not 
practise casteism” and 
believes everyone should 
move forward together 
with a sense of social har-
mony.

“It is a student organ-
isation that believes in 
taking everyone along and 
working for the welfare of 
all from a larger perspec-
tive. Gen Z, the younger 

generation and campus 
students are with us 
because of this ideology as 
well,” he said.

Solanki also attributed 
the DUSU victory to the 
organisation’s sustained 
ground-level work and 
delivery on promises 
made in election manifes-
tos. “I see two reasons for 
ABVP’s victory. One is the 
hard work of our workers, 

who remained engaged 
continuously at the 
ground level, and our can-
didates, who have been 
raising student issues and 
working on them for the 
past several years,” he 
said.

“The second is that, 
whenever students have 
problems, our cadre is 
almost always ready to 
work for them. 

Students can see that 
ABVP is an organisation 
that always works for 
them,” he said.

Solanki said ABVP’s 
practice of publishing a 
report card on the imple-
mentation of its manifesto 
promises had helped build 
trust among students. 

“Whatever points we 
included in our manifesto, 
whatever we said in last 
year’s manifesto, we deliv-

ered on those throughout 
the year. We also pub-
lished a report card. This 
created a sense of trust 
among the student com-
munity that, ‘They did 
what they said they would 
do.’ This year too, what-
ever we have said, we will 
present a report card on it 
next year,” he said.

Asked about student 
housing, campus infra-
structure and safety 
issues, Solanki said ABVP 
had been consistently 
raising them in its election 
manifestos. 

He said the organisa-
tion had sought measures 
including CCTV cameras 
and pink booths for the 
safety of women students 
and claimed that more 
than 1,000 CCTV cam-
eras had been installed in 
Delhi University.

‘Gen Z believes in nationalism’

‘ABVP made significant gains  
in JNU over past decade’

Gen Z students embrace ABVP’s nationalist, inclusive ideology.

He, however, said the 
organisation had made 
significant gains in JNU 
over the past decade.

“You will see that at 
one point, around 2015, 
an ABVP presidential can-
didate used to get 200-
300 votes. And in the 
last JNU election we con-
tested, our candidate got 
around 2,000 votes. So, 
in some ways, we have 
grown significantly over 
the last 10 years,” he said.

Solanki said young 
people could be influ-
enced in different direc-
tions but would gradually 
align with ABVP as they 
understood its ideology 

and emphasis on nation-
alism.

“But when they begin 
to understand the ABVP’s 
movement, understand 
nationalism and start 
thinking in the national 
interest, and understand 
the country and society 
from a broader, larger 
perspective, they gradu-
ally align with us, join us, 
and ultimately the result 
is reflected in the votes 
we receive,” he said.

HIGHLIGHT

z ‘Youth gradually 
aligning with ABVP’

z ABVP demand 
student union elections 
across campuses

Oppn demands 
CEC’s removal 
Press Trust Of India

Oppn seeks action 
against CEC, fresh 
elections nationwide

NEW DELHI: Expansive 
red flags raised by two 
Election Commission-
ers within the poll panel 
over the Special Intensive 
Revision of the voter list 
triggered a political storm 
on Wednesday with the 
Opposition demanding 
CEC Gyanesh Kumar’s 
removal and the poll 
panel asserting that dif-
fering views are a normal 
part of deliberation.

Opposition leaders 
also sought legal action 
against CEC Kumar and 
fresh elections in states. 
The Congress dubbed the 
row as “Gyaneshgate” and 
Leader of Opposition in 
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gan-
dhi alleged that the BJP, 
the RSS and the Election 
Commission (EC) have 
committed an act of trea-
son by organising “vote 
chori”.

Reacting to an Indian 
Express report that Elec-
tion Commissioners Suk-
hbir Singh Sandhu and 
Vivek Joshi had repeatedly 
objected to decisions and 
orders issued without 
their knowledge, former 
Chief Election Commis-
sioners O P Rawat and S 
Y Quraishi also weighed 
into the row. While Rawat 
said the way changes to 
the statutory voter reg-
istration Form 6 were 
brought about is “abso-
lutely wrong and ille-

gal”, Quraishi questioned 
whether elections could 
be held on electoral rolls 
prepared through a legally 
flawed revision exercise.

The reactions poured 
in after the report in the 
English daily revealed that 

questions were raised on 
issues related to the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls 
within the three-member 
EC itself, time and again, 
by two Election Commis-
sioners.

The national rollout of 
the SIR has been under 
the supervision of all 
three Commissioners. But 
Sandhu and Joshi have 
formally objected, on 
record, at least 14 times 
over the last 10 months -- 
four times on a single day 
-- to decisions taken and 
orders issued, they say, 
without their knowledge, 
the news report said. Inci-
dentally, Sandhu’s name 
figured among the peo-
ple with discrepancies in 
their SIR forms. The Elec-
tion Commission asserted 
that all its official orders, 
decisions and administra-
tive directions carry full 
legal sanctions and that 
differing views and obser-
vations are a normal part 
of deliberation in any  
institution.
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z Congress dubbed the 
row as “Gyaneshgate”

z EC reaffirms 
commitment to 
Constitutional duties

Claim 
settlement
MUMBAI: ICICI Pruden-
tial Life Insurance has 
declared a claim settle-
ment ratio of 99.31% for 
Q1-FY2027, the highest 
among top life insurance 
companies in India based 
on the public disclosures 
(Form L-39 and L-40). 
During the quarter, the 
Company settled individ-
ual death claims amount-
ing to ₹414.08 crore. 
Notably, the Company’s 
average value per claim 
was ~₹15 lakh, the high-
est among the leading life 
insurers for Q1-FY2027.

 Sarang Gokhale, Chief 
- Underwriting and Retail 
Claims, ICICI Prudential 
Life Insurance, said: “At 
ICICI Prudential Life, we 
are committed to mak-
ing the claims process 
simple, seamless and 
timely for our custom-
ers and their families. In 
Q1-FY2027, our claim set-
tlement ratio was highest 
in the industry at 99.31% 
and our average claim 
settlement turnaround 
time for non-investigated 
claims was just 1 day from 
last document received 
date. Besides, we settled 
₹414.08 crore in death 
claims. Our customer-
first approach and strong 
focus towards digitali-
sation empowers us to 
settle claims quickly and 
provide timely financial 
relief when families need 
it the most. The claim-
ants can lodge and track 
claims easily through our 
mobile app, WhatsApp, 
chatbot and website.

Under our ‘Claim for 
Sure’ initiative, we paid 
Rs 75 crore within one 
day for eligible claims. 
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‘Diabolical game’

Congress leader Jairam 
Ramesh on Wednesday 
accused the Modi govern-
ment of playing a “diabol-
ical game” on the delimi-
tation issue and claimed 
that it was at least 26 
members short of a two-
thirds majority. Ramesh 
said all opposition parties 
want 543 seats to remain 
frozen for the next 25 
years. “Reports are 
planted every now and 
then that a special ses-
sion could take place this 
time or that time, but the 
truth is that the govern-
ment is at least 26 short 
of a two-thirds majority,” 
Ramesh said. He made 
the remarks at the launch 
of the book ‘The Delimi-
tation Debate - The Union 
and Its Units’. The Con-
gress general secretary in-
charge communications, 
during a panel discussion 
with CPI(M)’s John Brittas 
and Samajwadi Party’s 
Javed Ali Khan, slammed 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah for the manner 
in which he brought the 
Constitution amendment 
bill involving delimitation 
to implement the wom-
en’s reservation act ear-
lier this month. Ramesh 
also said delimitation has 
two parts -- seat distribu-
tion and geographical dis-
tribution. 
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‘Situation in Latur, Dharashiv extremely serious’
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LATUR: Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis on Wednes-
day described the 
drought-like situation 
in Latur and Dharashiv 
as “extremely serious”, 
saying the two districts 
received only around 

50 per cent of normal 
rainfall this year, and 
assured government’s 
“all possible assistance” 
to the affected farmers.

Wiping the tears of 
farmers was the gov-
ernment’s first duty, 

Fadnavis said during his 
visit to areas in Nilanga 

tehsil of Latur reeling 
under water short-
age and crop losses,  
and interacted with 
farmers. 

He later visited parts 
of Dharashiv district as 
well.
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